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1912, displeased at the tacit support given by Great
Britain to the Chinese Republic, and consequently to
Yuan-shi-Kai, Japan's arch-enemy.

3. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance had been, especially
since its emasculation in 1911, regarded in" Japan as
" unilateral/' its only benefits being to Great Britain.
Intervention in a war which was popularly considered as
a European squabble over the Balance of Power appeared
to the Japanese public as an exploitation of the Alliance
for which Japan would receive no return.

But the point which wants clearing up in the interests
of historical accuracy is whether Japan volunteered to
join in the war, or whether she had to be asked, and what
limitation existed on her actions.

The Anglo-Japanese Alliance of 1911 calls upon one
Ally to support the other in certain eventualities. Those
eventualities are:

when by reason of an unprovoked attack or aggressive action,
wherever arising, on the part of any other Power or Powers, either
of the High Contracting Parties should be involved in war in defence
of its territorial rights or special interests mentioned in the pre-
amble of this Agreement, the other High Contracting Parties shall
at once come to the assistance of its Ally, and will conduct the war
in common, and make peace in mutual agreement with it.

The special interests mentioned in the preamble are:

A. The consolidation and maintenance of the general peace of
Eastern Asia and of India. B. The preservation of the common
interests of all Powers in China by insuring the independence and
integrity of the Chinese Empire, and the principle of equal oppor-
tunities for the industry and commerce of all nations in China,
C. The maintenance of the territorial rights of the High Contracting
Parties in the regions of Eastern Asia and of India, and the defence
of their special interests in the said region.

A consideration of Article II and of the preamble
certainly leaves an impression on the mind that Japan
did not join in the war as the result of the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance. It would be difficult, though perhaps not im-
possible, to bring conditions at Tsingtau within the radius